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Pastorôs Message 

H appy N ew Year! 

 

What are you going to accomplish this year? 

 

Enough with the resolutions already ~ what are you really going to do or become be-

fore the end of 2008? 

 

Make your first million?  Have another kid?  Go back to school?  Make more friends?  

Get promoted?  é.You wish?? 

 

What are your goals, how are they realistic?  Anyone can ask these questions ~ espe-

cially travel agencies attempting to inspire the greenbacks out of your wallet!  But if 

your church is not asking them, what is it saying to you?  Do you have the right to be 

completely content with where you are in life? 

 

Iôm not content with where I am today.  I know that I need to read more, get out more, 

and exercise more, but those are constant struggles.  More importantly ~ Iôm not con-

tent with how well I know you as a People of God.  And Iôm not content with how lit-

tle I know about the scriptures ~ I thirst for more, I thirst for God himself! 

 

Are we as the leadership of the church doing what it takes to communicate the pres-

ence of God among us?  Are we really doing everything we can to enable this Body of 

Christ to flourish and grow? 

 

I donôt know how you are content or discontent in this day.  Maybe I should ask you!  

But maybe you identify with my own discontentment ~ what if we consider the an-

swers, together? 

 

As you make your yearôs plans, keep Godôs promises at heart ~ Proverb 3:5-7 ~ Check 

it out! 

 

I n Christ,  

Pastor 

 

To the family of Loving Shepherd Lutheran Church ~ thank you for your 

gifts of food and money and love this Christmas season.  The mantle over 

my fireplace is covered with cards from yôall ~ a daily reminder of how 

blessed I am to have been sent to this congregation!!  Godôs blessings on 

your homes and families in this New Year.     Pastor 
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OUTREACH  

 

Partnering in Christ to  

Ignite the World  

� Í am the vine, you are the branches: he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much 

�I�U�X�L�W�����I�R�U���D�S�D�U�W���I�U�R�P���0�H�����\�R�X���F�D�Q���G�R���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�µ���-�R�K�Q���������� 

- OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE:   

Church Cleaning  -  Contact head trustee  or church office  

Flowers -  2008 Sign - up Calendar in the Narthex (Cost:  $28)  

Hospitality Help  -   Sign- up sheet in the Narthex  

Nursery Volunteers Needed  -   If you have children Nursery Age or if you would just like to help, please contact Mary Hines - Bone @ mary_hines-bone@comcast.net ~~ Many hands make the job so much easier!!  

Written by Helen DuVall, Outreach Chairperson 
 

Recently at a Ladies LWML meeting someone shared this tidbit:  �,�¶�P���W�R�R���E�O�H�V�V�H�G���W�R���E�H���V�W�U�H�V�V�H�G������I was re-

minded about a book that I shared with the ladies, ñ31 Days of Praise by Ruth Myersò.  In this book Ruth 

reminds us that praise itself becomes a blessing because it is real, and not just a rehearsal of words.  We 

live in a fallen world with its disappointing relationships, unfulfilled longings and shattered dreams.  Even 

in the face of heartache, there is praise and the joy of a deeper intimacy with God.  As you develop a 

deeper relationship with God through Prayer & Praise, you will find a peace within you that truly does fill 

you and overflows into your daily lives.  

What exactly is Outreach or Evangelism??  Is it something that we all can do??  Or is it only for the Pastor, 

the Elders, the Chairperson of that committee??  I believe we can all share and be ready to ñreach outò to 

those in need.  When a person doesnôt know or understand the true meaning of believing in Jesus Christ as 

their Lord and Savior, they are truly lost and of this world.  We can start close at home and pray for imme-

diate family members, friends, or neighbors who have gone astray or do not believe.  Ask God to have 

mercy and open up their hearts to the truth and the light that is Jesus Christ and that His will be done in 

their lives.  He truly wants each and every one of His precious children to be with Him in heaven. 

Be open to Godôs plans for your lives.  Be ready to share your own testimony with those around you.  God 

will give you opportunities to be a friend indeed ~ a brother or sister in Christ to those around you ~ any 

time ~  any place ~  He doesnôt leave us without a helper ~ the Holy Spirit 24/7. 

GOD HAS A POSITIVE ANSWER 
 
 

 YOU SAY  GOD SAYS BIBLE VERSES 
 

ñItôs impossibleò All things are possible Luke 18:27 

ñIôm too tiredò I will give you rest Matthew 11:28-30 

ñNobody really loves meò I love you John 3:16, 34 

ñI canôt go onò My grace is sufficient II Cor.12:9; Ps 91:15 

ñI canôt figure things outò I will direct your steps Proverbs 3:5-6 

ñI canôt do itò You can do all things Philippians 4:13 

ñIôm not ableò I am able II Corinthians 9:8 

ñItôs not worth itò It will be worth it Romans 8:28 

ñI canôt forgive myselfò I Forgive You I Jn.1:9; Romans 8:1 

ñI canôt manageò I will supply all your needs Philippians 4:19 

ñIôm afraidò I have not given you a spirit II Timothy 1:7 
     of fear   

ñIôm always worried &  Cast all your cares on ME I Peter 5:7 
 �I�U�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�G�µ 

ñIôm not smart enoughò I give you wisdom I Corinthians 1:30 

ñI feel all alone I will never leave you or Hebrews 13:5 
    Forsake you  
 

 PASS THIS ON.  YOU NEVER KNOW WHO MAY BE IN NEED  


